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Participation Guide 2025  
December 11 to 21 

Thank you for your interest in participating in the Salon des métiers d’art du Québec. In the following pages, you 
will find all the necessary information to submit your application. 

If you have any questions or need clarification, please contact Gaétane Bergeron, Director of Salons and Major 
Events, at 514-861-2787, ext. 205, or gaetane.bergeron@metiersdart.ca. 

Dates and Opening Hours 

From Thursday, December 11 to Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Monday to Friday    10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday  10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Location 

Palais des Congrès de Montréal / Room 220 DE  

The event at a glance 
The Salon des métiers d’art du Québec (SMAQ), a non-profit organization founded in 1955, is organized by the 
Conseil des métiers d’art du Québec (CMAQ). Considered the most important exhibit-sales event by 
professional artisans in Canada, the Salon's mission is to help promote the pieces of professional artisans, 
offering them a public venue. 

According to a 2017 poll conducted by MCE Conseil: 

• 59% of visitors come from the Island of Montreal, 
• 85% come to the Salon to make a purchase, 
• 75% are women, 
• 38% are between the ages of 21 and 44, 
• 40% make artisan purchases exclusively at the Salon 
• $180 is the average expenditure by visitors, representing $12 million in retail sales. 
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Craft product selection 
The products at the Salon des métiers d’art de Montréal (SMAM) are designed and made by professional artisans 
and were selected as crafts based on criteria such as originality, respect for tradition and craftsmanship. These 
products are certified “signed métiers d’art” through a selection process conducted by CMAQ experts. Applications 
from manufacturers, distributors, importers and product resellers are not permitted. 

Application and Decision Process  
Applications must include a deposit of: 

• $400 for stand rental 
• $250 for loft rental or weekend participation 

Only artisans who have settled all previous balances owed to the Salon, boutiques, and CMAQ are eligible. 
All applications are subject to approval by event organizers, who have final authority. Selection criteria include: s 
the administrative compliance, event funding, exhibit choice, selection process ratings, space rental size (compared 
to vacant space size), exhibit and stand non-compliance notices and candidate behavior. 

The decision of the Organizing Committee is given to the artisan in writing within 90 business days of the 
application's evaluation. There is no appeal. If the show is full when the participation application is submitted, it will 
be analyzed and entered on a waiting list. 
 

If accepted, the deposit will be cashed and deducted from the rental fee. It is non-refundable and non-transferable 
to other CMAQ events. 

Once accepted, participation is guaranteed for the space indicated in the application or a larger one. If the reserved 
space is reduced, pricing will be based on the original application.  

SMAQ reserves the right to modify allocated spaces. Space is only reserved once the contract is signed and 
payments are made on schedule. 

Subletting is prohibited. Any extra space used will incur a 25% surcharge. 

Stand Sizes and Rates SMAQ 2025  
For full details, consult the SMAQ 2025 Pricing Document. 

Product Guidelines  
Specific rules apply to the types of products that may be exhibited.  

Regular product 

Regular products are those that meet the requirements of craft trades and are included in the participation contract. 

Complementary products 
Complementary products accompany craft objects and are intended for their proper use (e.g., cleaning products for 
wooden objects, ink for quill pens, etc.). These products can be exposed but their quantity must be in the minority 
in all of the products. They must always accompany a craft object. 

https://www.metiersdart.ca/client_file/upload/SMAQ/SMAQ2025_StandSizesRates.pdf
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Derivatives products 
Derivative products mainly include greeting cards, bookmarks, promotional items, reproductions (laminated or 
paper prints), and posters/prints.The percentage of these products must not exceed 20% of the surface and volume 
of the exhibits. 

Agri-food products 
Exhibitors of the agri-food sector can exhibit and sell only the products they make in their workshop. No 
manufactured object which by its nature could be part of the regular of an artisan production, can accompany food 
products. It is mainly glass (glasses, decanters, bowls, oil, etc.), ceramic (bowls, cups, plates, etc.), metal (spoons, 
bowls, cups, etc.), wooden (decorative boxes, kitchen utensils, cutting boards, etc) or textile items (aprons, 
tablecloths, placemats, washing dishes, etc.). 

Cosmetics 
Cosmetics: creams, lotions, balms, massage, essential oils, oils aromatic, oils, soaps, liquids, etc cannot be 
exposed to our crafts fairs. 

Soap product 
Glycerin soaps are not allowed at craft shows. Only soaps made by traditional cold saponification techniques may 
be displayed and sold. Due to the strong odors that can cause allergic or respiratory issues, soaps must be 
displayed and sold in protective packaging (paper, cardboard, or plastic). Up to 5% of the soaps may be displayed 
unpackaged for demonstration purposes. Packaging must cover the entire soap. 

Behavioral Standards 
Exhibitors who display aggressive, intimidating, violent, angry, or disrespectful behavior—whether verbal or 
physical—toward CMAQ staff, other exhibitors, suppliers, or visitors may be expelled from the event.  

Regulation Violations 
Failure to comply with the regulations will be taken into account when reviewing applications for future editions of 
the event. 
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